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Hi! I'm Prashant, a Research Associate (postdoctoral researcher) at the University of Cambridge,
having completed my PhD in the Economics and Public Policy Department of Imperial College
Business School. From September 2026, I will be a postdoctoral researcher at Bocconi University.
My main research identity is economic and social measurement, using the latest tools from
machine learning, econometrics, and network science. I have a keen interest in science &
innovation, economic and social networks, production, and information & media.

1.

Publications

Political Expression of Academics on Social Media. Joint with Thiemo Fetzer.
Nature Human Behaviour. 2025. Paper and Project Website

Local Decline and Populism. Joint with Thiemo Fetzer and Jacob Edenhofer.
Economics Letters. 2025. Paper

Uneven Patterns of Cross-Border Media Coverage Following Natural
Disasters. Joint with Thiemo Fetzer. Forthcoming, Nature Human Behaviour.
Paper

Working Papers
Causal Claims in Economics. Joint with Thiemo Fetzer. Paper and

www.causal.claims (open data). Coverage by The Economist, World Bank, VoxDev,
Australian Treasury, and Nada es Gratis.

Politicized Scientists: Credibility Cost of Political Expression on Twitter
Joint with Eleonora Alabrese and Francesco Capozza. Paper. Coverage by Times
Higher Education, American Saga, University of Bath, Nada es Gratis, A Fuoco, iL
Post

Al-generated Production Networks Joint with Thiemo Fetzer, Peter John
Lambert, Bennet Feld. Paper and aipnet.io (open data). Coverage: Interview with
South China Morning Post, The Ecologist.

The Changing Geography of Medical Knowledge Joint with Hongyu Zhou and
Thiemo Fetzer. Paper.

Why Academics Are Leaving Twitter for Bluesky Joint with Dorian Quelle,
Frederick Denker and Alexadre Bovet. Paper. Best Student Paper, NetSciSci2025.

AT health advice accuracy varies across languages and contexts Joint with
Thiemo Fetzer. Paper.

Policy Writings

Leveraging large language models for large-scale information retrieval in
economics. 2025 VoxEU
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mailto:prashantgargib@gmail.com
https://www.prashantgarg.org
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-025-02199-1
https://www.academicexpression.online/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0165176525001971
https://arxiv.org/abs/2501.07615
https://arxiv.org/abs/2501.06873v1
https://www.causal.claims/
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2025/05/22/what-the-failure-of-a-superstar-student-reveals-about-economics
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/impactevaluations/weekly-links-june-13--causal-claims--work-is-not-just-disutility
https://voxdev.org/topic/week-development-economics-voxdev-08112024
https://evaluation.treasury.gov.au/learn-and-connect/impact-evaluation-practitioners-network/iepn-newsletter-3
https://nadaesgratis.es/andreu-arenas/los-costes-visibles-y-los-beneficios-invisibles-del-comercio-con-china
https://www.cesifo.org/en/publications/2024/working-paper/politicized-scientists-credibility-cost-political-expression
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/political-social-media-posts-harm-academics-credibility
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/political-social-media-posts-harm-academics-credibility
https://www.theamericansaga.com/p/scientists-getting-political-on-social
https://www.bath.ac.uk/announcements/political-posts-on-x-could-harm-academics-credibility-new-study-finds/
https://nadaesgratis.es/admin/el-impacto-de-que-los-cientificos-opinen-sobre-politica-en-redes-sociales
https://www.a-fuoco.it/p/parlare-di-politica-sui-social-media?r=3hw511&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web
https://www.ilpost.it/2024/12/20/politica-scienza/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=lancio
https://www.ilpost.it/2024/12/20/politica-scienza/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=lancio
https://cepr.org/publications/dp19708
aipnet.io
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3289237/us-silent-china-decision-ban-export-rare-dual-use-materials-gallium-and-germanium
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3289237/us-silent-china-decision-ban-export-rare-dual-use-materials-gallium-and-germanium
https://theecologist.org/2024/dec/23/china-syndrome
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2025.09.29.25336909v1.full-text
https://arxiv.org/abs/2505.24801
https://arxiv.org/abs/2504.18310
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/leveraging-large-language-models-large-scale-information-retrieval-economics
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2022—
2026

2022

2019
2018

2015

Sept
2026

Structural transformation of public space: High-street changes and pop-
ulism. 2025 VoxEU

Political expression of academics on social media. 2024 VoxEU

How to preserve academic credibility when engaging on social media. 2024
Times Higher Education

Leveraging Al to navigate deglobalisation. 2024 VoxEU

Causal claims in economics. 2024 VoxEU

Other Writings

Mapping Bob Dylan’s Mind Essay in Aeon Magazine 2025. (+ Underlying
scientific Paper)

Public Goods & Open Data

Global Automation Atlas. Automation exposure measured task by task across
124 countries. automationatlas.org

Frontier Graph. Organizing open questions in economics. frontiergraph.com

Causal Claims in Economics (45K papers): open datasets, code, graph-driven
research assistant, and your causal graph. www.causal.claims

Political Scientists Panel (Stance and Behaviour of 100k+ academics on Twitter):
www.academicexpression.online

ATIPNET (Input-output links between 5K HS products): aipnet.io

Retrieving and Generating Data using LLMs. Github Repository and slides.
Guided code for turning raw text into structured, research ready data.

Awards and Prizes

Astera Essay Competition ($15,000 award). For Where Should Science Go Next?.
Competition theme: Identifying Systemic Bottlenecks to Science.

Education
PhD in Economics and Public Policy, Imperial College London, London, UK

MRes in Economics, Imperial College London, London, UK
Awards: Distinction.

MSc. Economics, University College London (UCL), London, UK
BSc. Economics, Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK

Awards: First class honour; Helen Robinson Memorial prize for highest score in Microeco-
nomics theory exam.

International Baccalaureate (IB), GD Goenka World School, Gurgaon, India

Awards: Chairman’s award for highest overall score (43/45 points) in the school, 99th
percentile globally.

Work Experience

Postdoctoral Researcher (incoming), Bocconi University, Milan, Italy


https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/structural-transformation-public-space-high-street-changes-and-populism
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/political-expression-academics-social-media
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/how-preserve-academic-credibility-when-engaging-social-media
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/leveraging-ai-navigate-deglobalisation
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/causal-claims-economics
https://aeon.co/essays/can-ai-tell-us-anything-meaningful-about-bob-dylans-songs
https://arxiv.org/abs/2502.01772
https://automationatlas.org/
https://frontiergraph.com/
https://www.causal.claims/
https://www.academicexpression.online/
https://aipnet.io
https://github.com/prashgarg/LLM-retrieval-generation
https://github.com/prashgarg/LLM-retrieval-generation/blob/main/slides.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZqPEIUN1CvD6YiTCOz_INvn8TKYIXkI1IsL-yBLRsVA/edit?tab=t.0
https://astera.org/essay-competition/

2026—
Present

2025—
Present

2024-
2025

2019~
2021

2017

Coding

Platforms

Research Associate, University of Cambridge, Cambridge
Postdoctoral researcher; since 1 May 2026.

Visiting researcher, University of Cambridge, Cambridge
Computer Science Department. Hosted by Neil Lawrence

Visiting researcher, International Finance Corporation (IFC), Paris/DC
Part of Economics Research Unit. Hosted by Ralf Martin

Research and Teaching Assistant (“Predoc”), Imperial College London, London,
UK

Research: RA to several faculty in applied microeconomics. Teaching: Executive MBA:
managerial economics (2020, 2021), MSc. Economics & Strategy for Business: digital
economics € strategy (2020, 2021), Business for Professional Engineers and Scientists
(BPES): managerial economics (2019, 2020), Joint Honours/BPES: business economics
(2020, 2021).

Research Assistant (3 mo.), Institute of Welsh Affairs (policy think tank), Cardiff,
UK

Conference and Seminar Presentations

2026: Competition and Market’s Authority (CMA), U.S. International Trade
Commission, Oxford INET, MPWZ-CEPR Text-As-Data, MIT FutureTech

2025: CEPR Paris Symposium, Oxford Behavioural Economics Group, C-
SEB/ECONTtribute, Cologne, MPWZ-CEPR Text-As-Data, Networks in Science
of Science, LSE QueerConf, PSL Public Governance workshop, Text as Data in
Behavioural Economics, EAYE Annual Meeting, AYEW Roundtable Causal ML,
Groningen, ZBW, SE-IGC Environmental Populism Conference, Economics of Media
Bias Workshop, Workshop for Ukraine, AERE-Osweet, MPWZ-CEPR Text as Data,
PolMeth Europe, Text as Data (TaDa) webinar, OECD Trade, UK Treasury, STEG
Annual Conference.

2024: CEPR Paris Symposium, Leibniz Open Science Day, UniBZ Workshop
on Political Economy, AYEW - AI and Alternative Data, Causal Data Science
Meeting, Cambridge Janeway Institute, KIEL-CEPR - Geoeconomics, Advances with
Field Experiment, Economics of Digitization (Cesifo), QPE Early Career Workshop,
Workshop on the Pol. economy of environmental policy, RES Annual Conference,
Ph.D. Workshop in Networks and Political Economy.

2023: Digital Economy Network, AYEW workshop - Al/Text-as-Data Workshop,
MWZ Text-as-Data, IBEO Complexity Economics, QMUL Economics and Finance
Workshop, RES Easter Training School, Warwick PhD conference

Technical skills

R, PYTHON, SQL, STATA, MATLAB, CMD, JS, HTML, BASH/SHELL
Google Cloud, AWS, OpenAl, Ollama, Github

Service
Referee: British Journal of Political Science, Journal of the European Economic
Association

EDI Committee Member, Imperial College Business School (2023-2024)
Chair, PhD Student-Staff Committee, Imperial College Business School (2022-2024)
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https://www.cst.cam.ac.uk/people/ndl21
https://mondpanther.github.io/wwwmondpanther/about.html

